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The strategy of parking

Science settles the argument of whether to cruise or grab the first spot
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By CHARLES W, PETTT
fer pulling into & parking lot, John
E. Kobza takes the first spot he
sees, His wife tells him, a specialist
in transportation efficiency at Vir-
ginia Tech, that it doesnt make sense to
do it that way becauss smply spaces -
ally turn up closer to the door,
To settle the argument, in 1995 Profes-
gor Kobz tumed the problem over to C. | Chooss 3 comenient
Richard Cassady, | parking row and taks
“HE“H LIFE then & Vieginka | the best spot available,
Tech graduate stu- | oven il its o the far
dent and now an
assigtant professor ot Mississippi State
University, Cassady chose as the quintes-
sential stody site a Wal-Mart in Chris-
tiansburg, Va., not far from the university
carmpus in Blackshurg, It was, by no coin-
cidence, where Eobza often shopped.
ite great strides in defining the
law of total probability, queuing analysis,
and discrete-time semi-Markov chain
mathematical logie, no one had ever tack-
led one of the foremost problems of our
time: how to find a parking place. So he
wrole pages of equations as ke analyeed
two strategics, described 1o the right.
Thewinner is Pick a Row, Closest Space
if your goal is to get from the parking lot
entranse to the front door of the store fast-
est. Cyeling euts the walk by 27 pereent in
his Wal-Mart test case.
Kobza's wife, Kathy, savs science be
dammned. When she's at the wheel, she still
looks for the space closest to the door.
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.............................. cy offices. The big money is
E o obvigusly in oeming garsges
SEII""H [:“H but selling parking intelli-
gence for a profit is the hope
street savvy of two small enterprises,
both named Parking Pal.
ke ﬁg]'l.lfﬂr i comvenient Kitty I[n]ding,a.ﬁm Fran-
parking spot has never ciscan with a knack
been as fierce. Orasex- | foramassing data-
pensve, Kates in dowmtown | bases, released her
garages in some magor cities | ficst "Parking Pal”
can run as high as $24 per booklet last year
day, which on a per-square- | (BES-4T2-75T2). It
foot basis is two or three | lists 277 San Fran-

tirmes more than rent for fan- | clseo lots, catego-
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rized by area, type (under-

| ground, ate.), hours, fees,

| and validations, Though

| sales of the £8 guide have

| been modest, Kolding plans

| to publish a book for Chicagn
in July and one for New York
by year's end.

The other Park-
ing Pal is the work
of paralegal Louis
Camporeale. The
Brooklymite was
reading parking
laws and found

that, yes indeed, one may
park for free at a broken me-
ter in Mew York City, Armed
with that knowledge, he
printed an official-looking
sign for inside the wind-
shield that explains the Law
to meter makds ($10; T18-
L46-6736). Camporeale has
signs for commencial vehicles
and medical professionals
and plans to make signs for
motorists in Washington,
Los Angeles, Boston, and
Chicago, -Jemet Ginsiurg
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