BY JOE FODOR

How To Fix Parking Tix

USEFUL TIPS THE PARKING VIOLATIONS BUREAU DOESN'T WANT YOU TO KMNOW

ARKIMG TICKETS, THOSE
unwelcome summonsss, have
finally met their masch.
In fiscal wesr 1998, the
Parking Violatiors Buresu collected 5378
million in fines from MNew York motorisoe
This year they are expected o reap 33835
million. Mot year they hope 1o vac-
uarn S0 munlliens from ity drivers,
the most iickered in the country:
This means that the average New
Yorker will conenbute abogr 50 i
parking surmmonses in fiscal 1999,
There are owo wans o avioid
parking tickets: Daa't own or drvve
a car. O religiously study parking
lawe, park honesily @t all vimes, and
Frght every sangle ticker
This is the path chosen by 38
vear-old Louis Camporeale, the
~r|l.-3lfl'-\.|-.u|:|n1'|"a.r;dn5 Pal of Grave-
send, He szl geix sickes macked
usider the WIpers of his Honds
Civie, but they dont fee him, He
dosnt pay because he wont be
inumidared. He knows his nghis.
“The ary’s only concern is o
WTitE as many tickets 3 possible,”
sayvs the Pasking P, “They see this
a5 free moncy because most people
WOt ﬂi:-l'ﬂ.ll:r: tickers, Bur New
Yorkers ab have pasking righes. And
amaong these rights i the right w
not puy unjustified padang oders”
Thi declaration iz borme ous in his man-
Hesto, The Newe Yok Criy Mosoring” Pavking
Sundiel Guide: A Primver on Flow 1o Asvid
ared Dol sl Piavkimg Tickers Efecsively, 147
pages the PV.B, woubd rarther vou not read.
Two simple ways to get a parking ook
disrissed are to prove thar the meter was
broken. or that the *No Parking” ar “No
Sunding” signs were misiang o unreadabic,
The broken meter defense i the casiest
to implement. Call (B0)) 203-3770, the
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Asromared  Repair Center  of  the
Deparreent of Transporason’s Burcau of
]‘a.rl-unf_. Enter the seral number of the Fq,ﬂ.;-
mng meter i question, then indicate whether
the meter gave vou the time that you paid for
(if it was Bt} or if the problem Blls under
thee “other” citegory—_i.e., it was bused,

Even if the meter is broken or

missing, the cir will get a tcket if you
‘r.'l-'-'vrrpu.rk.' 0 dont be seduced into
thinking that vouve found a free
day-long parking spot just because the
meter is kaput, Camporeale sells 2 special
laminated sign for $9.9% that vou may
place in your window, informing the
Traffic Enforcement Agent thar you are
parking legally at a busted meter. The
card includes a place for you to note the

time that WL ledz wour car 'rhrn:.

The mising-sgn defense requins the
aggricved motars (o photograph the entire
block where the ticker was received, docu-
menting thar there are no parking regulation
sagns. The photes go to the VB, along with
i H'r'l'-jﬂr l.'ﬁpl-ll'lll.il.‘prL. This resulis in 3 quiq;l.;
di.'l-\:ni.'ﬂ]. i.l'llj ':I'lr & OWTiEr ﬂnl:-' Il:lh,_!. |;|1|_'
cout of the film,

bt &5 immiportant o s quicki—
within 29 days of receiving the sum-
mornd—and to have everyihing sem
certified retumn receipt. This insures
that you get a card back in the mail
proving that the better has been
delivered. Without i, folks ar the
Drepartrment of Fimance might be
tempeed 1o do some creative “round
filing™ with vour lemer by placing it
in 3 wastehasker.

"I've scen people who get vick-
ci3 and just talke them off cheir
windshiclds and chrow them in the
street,” says Camporeale. *t blows
my mind,” These ignored ickers
mount up over time. When the
Mlitlndiﬁg fhimed reach 230, yoar
car becomes fair game, Chances
are vour car will be towed,, and you
will have o pay a bundle o
reclaim your wheels.

Camporeales  Parking  Pal
company has a line of complee
ucket-fighting equipmens, inchsd-
i.r|.;; a g.':'.trh-' calendar ;]",:ming_ when sfect
cleaning regulations are suspended. His
quarterty journal, the Pimbing Sa Moreries
Educarion Repor, conmins info on parking
in WNew York, as well & stosic about the
Parking Pal's latest appearances on TV and
tales of parkang regulations in ocher citics,

“Afver all, this & mill America,” he pari-
otically points out in his Farking Swrvsel
Cradade. “Mobody b going to tell me | should
sell my car and mke public wansportaion.
Them’s Bghrin' wosds!™ =
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